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Streamline your free-motion quilting with this workbook full of exercises to build your skills.
Easy-to-follow, step-by-step illustrations for each design suite show how to adapt the quilting
design for blocks, borders, sashing, and allover quilting. Practice each design with a pencil on
the included practice pages before stitching by machine, then put your skills to the test on a
gorgeous pieced sampler project. These creative continuous-line quilting designs can be used
on both longarm and domestic machines.

Now, if you really want to exercise your mental and physical muscles, try out this book. As
Dorie explains in her introduction, 'Time is a precious thing. You can spend your time stitching
individual motifs in each are of a quilt, stopping and cutting your threads after each design, or
you can save time by connecting the designs �stitching them from one side of the quilt all the
way to the other side, with just one start and stop.' This book hosts a collections of custom
quilting designs for fewer starts and stops using a grid of cross-hatched lines. Dorie explains
how to follow a clock-wise direction with a repeating progression of lines and fillers. Clear
illustrations show how to set up the designs across a sample to learn the design process
before trying it out on your quilt. For more intricate designs, the illustrations are colour-coded to
show the first, second or further passes. A simple quilt pattern is included for a 50" x 50"
quilting using 8" blocks and a pieced border. For each block and section, several versions of
designs are shown using the techniques learned in the book. By combining the motifs, there
are limitless possibilities. (The Canadian Quilter, Winter 2017)Combine 12 free-motion motifs
for limitless possibilities, including curves, curls, leaves, spikes, waves and loops. Practice each
design with a pencil on the practice pages that are included in the book before stitching by
machine, then put your skills to the test on a gorgeous pieced sampler project. These designs
can be used on both longarm and domestic machines. (Today's Quilter, 31) --This text refers to
the paperback edition.About the AuthorDorie Hruska is an award-winning longarm quilter,
teacher, and author. Her work has been featured in a wall calendar, and in other authors'
books. Dorie lives in Highlandville, Missouri, with her husband and children. --This text refers to
the paperback edition.
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creativeIntroductionQuilters have been stitching continuous curved designs for years and
calling them all kinds of different names. In this workbook, we will be looking at many different
variations of these designs and expanding upon them, providing limitless possibilities for
quilting. To take it a step further, we’ll travel into open spaces like borders and large triangles,
filling them in with these connecting designs. We will also look at applying this concept to the
entire quilt top.Time is a precious thing. You can spend your time stitching individual motifs in
each area of a quilt, stopping and cutting your threads after each design, or you can save time
by connecting the designs—stitching them from one side of the quilt all the way to the other
side, with just one start and stop. By keeping the designs simple, you can achieve a more
complicated look. By repeating those designs throughout the quilt, you can also create a
balance in design and texture.Making Connections—A Free-Motion Quilting Workbook is a
collection of custom quilting designs for fewer starts and stops, including step-by-step
instructions on how to get started. As you work through this book, I hope you will discover just
how easy it is to quilt these designs and maybe come up with a few of your own.Forever
quilting,DorieObjectives for This Book• Learn how to use connecting designs to connect
stitching lines with fewer stops and starts.• Complete the quilting faster by using freehand
designs (versus ruler work).• Limit or eliminate stitch-in-the-ditch quilting.How to Use This
BookIn this workbook, basic concepts and stitching designs are introduced first in
straightforward squares and squares on point. As the study continues, we will develop a skill
set of more difficult designs and filler motifs. Armed with an arsenal of designs, we will then
focus on continuous-line strategies within more complicated, irregular blocks. After a quilt top is
pieced using the pattern included, all of these skills will be put to use in a final project. The last
chapter provides instruction on the execution of continuous-line quilting, from sashing
to blocks, setting triangles, corners, and borders.The following is a color key of stitching lines
used for instructional purposes:• Blue: first pass• Green: second pass• Orange: third pass•
Purple: fourth pass• Single red dots: intersections• Solid red lines: exit paths• Dashed red lines:
travel paths• Dotted red lines: secondary travel pathsBasic InstructionsPractice DrawingLet’s
begin practicing by drawing the designs in rows.For the first very basic stitching design, start
drawing from the top left corner and work to the right along the top edge.Get the feel of
drawing the curves.Now let’s move on.Say to yourself, “Over, down, up … over, down, up … ”
until you finish the row.First line of a very basic stitching designTo finish the design, draw a
second line from right to left: Over • Over • Over, to the end of the row.Second line to finish the
designTip • Every time you come into the corners, aim for the intersection.Once you feel
comfortable, you can progress to practicing the full design in a block.Train yourself to execute
these designs in an overall clockwise direction. Part of the design might include going from
right to left and left to right, but the overall progression will be clockwise as you move around
the area.Practice working clockwise around the area.Follow the numbering system for each
design. By practicing in this manner, you will be able to master the flow of a basic symmetrical
block.In each design section of this book, you will be given illustrations for stitching the design



in a four-patch layout (basic squares) and in two border-and-corner grids (squares on point),
plus a blank worksheet on which to practice drawing.Borders and Sashing—Basic
InformationConsider the width of the border or sashing when choosing a design. If your space
is small, a simple design is all you need. But if you have a larger (wider) space to fill or you
want the area more densely quilted, you may want to consider a double design with extra
fillers.No matter which design you choose, be sure to keep the amount of quilting balanced
throughout the quilt so it lies nice and flat.Stitching inside the grid plus adding a filler—
1 passStitching inside and outside the grid—2 passesStitching a fuller design inside, stitching
the outside, and adding an outline—3 passesMarking a grid of crosshatched lines will give you
reference points to put any of these connecting designs in any border or sashing. In each
design section, you will be given illustrations for stitching the design in a border using one of
these grid layouts. These designs could also be stitched in horizontal or vertical rows.To make
these steps even easier, I have designed a set of square grid stencils that are measured on the
diagonal. They come in 1-ÒÀ 2-ÒÀ or 3-Ð widths and are available for purchase on my website,
Forever Quilting (forever-quilting.com). In conjunction with my stencils, Miracle Chalk is my go-
to company for quilt-marking products. Their pounce pad, the Quick Swipe marking pad, is
especially easy to use. A tap of a hot iron erases the lines entirely.Stencils and marking
toolsFor example, a border strip may be cut 61/2-Ð wide. You could use any of these stencils to
mark a 1-ÒÀ 2-ÒÀ or 3-Ð grid on your 6-Ð finished border, because 6 is divisible by 1, 2, and 3.About the
AuthorDorie Hruska is an award-winning longarm quilter, teacher, and author. She began her
quilt obsession at the age of fifteen, when she pieced and quilted her first quilt, a Lone Star
pattern. In 2002, she began her professional longarm quilting business just three weeks after
purchasing her first quilting machine. In addition to winning numerous ribbons for her machine
quilting, Dorie’s work has been featured on the cover of a magazine, in a wall calendar, and in
other authors’ books. In 2006, after discovering a love for hexagons, she started designing
patterns and teaching classes on her method of hand basting and piecing hexagon designs.
Her quilt, Flourishing Garden, featuring layered hexagons, has won multiple awards. In addition
to giving trunk shows and teaching classes on machine quilting and English paper piecing
hexagons, Dorie enjoys filling her time quilting for others on her APQS longarm quilting
machine. Dorie lives in Highlandville, Missouri, with her husband and two teenage
children.Making Connections—A Free-Motion Quilting Workbook DownloadCopyright © 2017
by C&T Publishing, Inc.Published by C&T Publishing, Inc.,PO Box 1456, Lafayette, CA
94549.All rights reserved. No part of this work covered by the copyright hereon may be used in
any form or reproduced by any means—graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including
photocopying, recording, taping, or information storage and retrieval systems—without written
permission from the Publisher.Acceptable uses of this ELECTRONIC PRODUCT:1. Purchaser
is entitled to print out as many copies of this ELECTRONIC PRODUCT as they wish for
personal use. Photocopying, digitizing, and all other forms of copying to “share” or “distribute”
the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT, whether for profit or not, is strictly prohibited.2. Purchaser may
not transfer the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT to any other person, via the Internet, email, on disk,
in electronic or printed form or any other form without the written permission of C&T Publishing.
Purchaser may not make the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT available over a network where it
could be used by multiple computers at the same time.3. Purchaser may not rent, lease,
transfer, lend, or share the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT.Limited Warranty: Limited Warranty on
this ELECTRONIC PRODUCT. C&T Publishing, Inc. warrants the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT
will be delivered by C&T Publishing, Inc. free from defects in materials and workmanship under
normal use for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of original purchase. C&T Publishing,



Inc. will not replace the ELECTRONIC PRODUCT due to Purchaser changing computers or
accidentally deleting ELECTRONIC PRODUCT or for any other loss of the file that is
considered out of the control of C&T Publishing, Inc. Your exclusive remedy under this Section
shall be, at C&T Publishing, Inc.’s option, a refund of the purchase price of the ELECTRONIC
PRODUCT.Contact us at 800-284-1114 or for more information about the C&T Teachers
Program.We take great care to ensure that the information included in our products is accurate
and presented in good faith, but no warranty is provided nor are results guaranteed. Having no
control over the choices of materials or procedures used, neither the author nor C&T
Publishing, Inc., shall have any liability to any person or entity with respect to any loss or
damage caused directly or indirectly by the information contained in this book. For your
convenience, we post an up-to-date listing of corrections on our website (). If a correction is not
already noted, please contact our customer service department at ctinfo@ctpub.com or at P.O.
Box 1456, Lafayette, CA 94549.Trademark (™) and registered trademark (®) names are used
throughout this ELECTRONIC PRODUCT. Rather than use the symbols with every occurrence
of a trademark or registered trademark name, we are using the names only in the editorial
fashion and to the benefit of the owner, with no intention of infringement.Pattern Note: This
digital file contains patterns that may not print true to size and may require sizing adjustments
(inchmarks are included on patterns for reference). Depending on your viewing application or
device, printing desired page may result in multiple printed pages.
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SLS, “Great Logical Approach For Beginners; 1 Quilt Project Included. 2 basic questions come
to mind when considering Dorie Hruska’s Making Connections – A Free-Motion Quilting
Workbook. How is it different from all the other free-motion quilting books? Is it really applicable
to both long- and short-armers?~~~ How is it different from all the other free-motion quilting
books?Making Connections is workbook-driven. There are incremental steps with examples,
drawings, and practice grids. Quilting lines are color-coded line. The main gist of this method
by Dorie Hruska is 1 quilting line gets done first, then a 2nd line overlays and/or complements
the 1st, etc.The key behind the theory is to work continuously, clockwise, and stop where your
started the design. This unlocks the bind many quilters get locked into, and allows intersections
and connections that give depth and character to the quilting. It also allows an “easy in” and an
“easy out”, plus you can easily break-away into the field of an area with your favorite motifs.The
book is presented in landscape orientation. It makes it very awkward to work with, although the
intention was probably to accommodate the charts and grids and make this seem like a
workbook. I personally wish it could have remained mostly portrait, with only certain pages in
landscape.There is only 1 quilt - “Sunshine and Lemon Drops” (50”x50”), as seen on the cover
- used throughout the book. This keeps things simple for the earnest beginner. But it’s a bit dull
for those of us who love gallery sections, or are more advanced machine quilters. Making
Connections lacks that certain zip and wow we love in the books we choose to purchase.
However, this all comes out of necessity, as the inspiration comes from the methodology and
not the eye candy. Complete instructions are included for piecing and assembling “Sunshine
and Lemon Drops”.1 of the stated objectives of the book is to limit or eliminate stitching in the
ditch as a stabilizing method. Yet curiously, when it comes time to put it all together, the
author’s very first words are to ditch-stitch BEFORE free-motion stitching. It’s done in an “as
you go” fashion, but ultimately, practically the entire quilt will be ditch-stitched.~~~ Does it fulfill
its promise (as stated in its 2nd subtitle) to apply equally to both long-arm and domestic
machines?Making Connections is ideal for beginning long-arm quilters. It most certainly can
help develop the eye-arm-muscle coordination and memory needed to acquire long-arm skills.
But short-arm domestic machine quilters also have to coordinate movement of the quilt
sandwich, which can be quite cumbersome with larger quilts.It takes more short-arm
experience to do broad sweeps of quilting lines while managing synch and flow. To quilt the
finer, more limited areas (such as within blocks or block pieces), requires a short-armer to pool



and bunch the sandwich. Sounds so simple until you’ve developed the technique in such a way
that does not compromise the stability of the quilt in other areas.So, ironically, the book might
appeal more to beginner long-armers and experienced short-armers. This will become clear, I
believe, when the quilter attempts to extrapolate the techniques used on the 1 quilt in Making
Connections to other projects.~~~ Finally, a few observations.Back to that ditch-stitching issue.
On a domestic machine, this is most easily and consistently done using a walking foot. If this is
the case for you, then you have to factor in foot changes, which is counter to the author’s
intention of interruption-free continuous line quilting.The author does do a soft sell marketing
blurb for her own line of stencils. These are diagonal square grid stencils in different widths.
They can be useful for marking borders for quilting. Vinyl overlays are suggested for other
quilting lines. So, despite the author’s stated objectives to use fewer tools (such as rulers) and
quilt quickly, time and materials (yes, including rulers) are still needed for marking.Despite
these few internal inconsistencies, Making Connections is a valuable book to add to your free-
motion library. It appeals to both sides of the quilter’s brain: photographs rich in visual detail are
accompanied by verbal text dialogues (“over leaf over down”). These are 2 vital ways to
develop successful free-motion quilting, skill which is both multi-tasking AND multi-
sensory.Dorie Hruska accomplishes this in spades in Making Connections. And curls, and
loops, and feathers, and …”

Pamisuej, “Quilting on a grid. Many how-to-quilt-it designs using a grid. Great illustrations. Also
includes blank grids to practice on paper before quilting with sewing machine. The book is
printed ‘landscape’ which took me a while to get used to. I think this book would be easier to
use if it was spiral bound.”

Sandra, “Useful Book. Very nice. I like the ideas and how it shows in what order to quilt the
lines and that it gives you a practice page. Glad I bought it. I've already tried some of these. I
am always working on machine quilting on my home machine and am planning to eventually
get a mid or longarm. However, if I wait long enough, I won't need the mid or long arm as I'll
have gotten better on my home machine. I like the format, focusing on one thing at a time.
Works for me.”

Susan B. Leavitt, “Step by step instructions : excellent. After taking a workshop with Dorie, I
wanted to have something that would give me directions to help in creating patterns over a grid
in my quilts. This book is clearly laid out and has excellent diagrams and illustrations.”

Happy Reader, “GREAT BOOK. GREAT BOOK”

Bonnie L., “Really helpful book!. Great ideas you can always come back to when long arm
quilting.”

K Meyer, “I am a visual person - pictures and instructi9ns are great!. Lots of pictures and
instructions on how to expand your quilting by machine.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Five Stars. very informative”

Cristina, “Excellent book. I would recommend this book to anybody who wants to give a custom
quilted book to their quilts but without spending countless hours quilting it”



cremedwheat, “Five Stars. Love it!”

The book by Dorie Hruska has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 35 people have provided feedback.
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